
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF TIIE FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
rN AND FOR PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORTDA

crrrzENs x'oR NATIONAL SECTJRTTY, INC.
Plaintiff,

v. CASE NO.:

THE STATE OX'FLORTDA,
GOVERNOR RrCK SCOTT'
FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION,

Ilefendants.
I

COMPLAINT FOR INJT]NCTIVE RELIEF

COMES NOW PlaintiffCitizens forNational Security, Inc. (hereinafter *CFNS") by

undersigned counsel and pursuant to Florida Statute 1.610 et seq. hereby sues the Defendants for

injunctive relief and as grounds therefor states:

1. This is a claim fortemporary and permanent injunctive relief based on F.S. 1.610.

2. PlaintiffCFNS is a non-profit non-partisan 501 (c)(3) Public Charity organization which is,

and was at all times material hereto, *us headquartered in Palm Beach County, Florida.

3. Plaintiff CFNS educates, motivates and activates ordinary citizens who are committed to

keeping our county safe from threats to our national security, especially threats from exhemist,

violent, religious groups and other radical ideologies that are based in the United States as well

as those that often have ties or are based in foreign nations and promote hate and violence

towards our country.

4 Plaintiffhas dedicated itself to conducting extensive research on national security issues and

analysis of countries, organizations and individuals who pose a danger to America and works

with elected officials, govemment agencies and the public to take reasonable, appropriate

measures to protect our nation from violence and hafin. Well before the passage of Senate Bill

2120 cited herein, Plaintiff conducted an extensive l4-month research on flawed history and



geo$aphy textbooks being used in Florida's K-12 public schools, the major results of which

were made available to Defendants FDOE and Governor Scott on more than one occasion.

5. Defendant State of Florida is the highest political unit of this State.

6. Defendant Governor Rick Scott is the chief executive officer in the State of Florida.

7. Defendant Florida Department of Education (hereinafter "FDOE") is the Florida agency

which along with the other Defendants, is charged with providing a good, proper and factual

education to all children in Florida, free of religious bigotry, intolerance and bias.

8. Pursuant to F.S. 1000.03, which describes the *Function, mission and goals of the Florida K-

20 Educational System", the Defendants are obligated to ensure that "Parents, students, families,

educational institutions, and communities are collaborative partners in education, and each plays

an important role in the success of individual students.'o

g. Article D( Section l, of the Florida Constitution provides: Public education.-

(a)The education of children is a fundamental value of the people of the State of Florida. It is,

therefore, a paramount duty of the state to make adequate provision for the education of all

children residing within its borders. Adequate provision shall be made by law for a uniformo

efficient, safe, secure, and high quahty system of free public schools that allows students to

obtain a high quahty education and for the establishment, maintenance, and operation of

institutions of higher learning and other public education programs that the needs of the people

may require."

10. On July l,20ll, the State of Florida put into effect, newly enacted Senate Bill2120 which

modified the prior provisions in Florida law regarding the review and selection of textbooks to

be used in the public school system throughout the State of Florida.



11. These new rules are in direct conflict with the above referenced Article IX, Section I of the

Florida Constitution and F.S. 1000.03.

12. Among the changes contained in Senate Billzl2L,is the provision that all textbooks in the

State of Florida will be reviewed initially by only two 'ostate or national experts" in

approximately 4 months.

13. Based on this review, these two people - followed by a third "state or national expert" who

has to cornmence an additional review if the initial two disagree - decide if there is any bias,

intolerance or inaccurate information in any of the 1000s of currently used and proposed school

textbooks that are typically 800-900 pages in length, and whether to accept or reject them for use

in Florida's public schools.

14. This process is inconsistent with the FDOE's obligation to ensure that "Adequate provision

shalt be made by law for a uniform, efficiento safe, secure, and high quallty system of free public

schools that allows students to obtain a high quality education...'o

15. It is not possible for two people to review all the textbooks in Florida within a 4 month

period of time and thus Senate BilI2120 renders it impossible for the Defendants to provide high

qualrty education to all children in Florida as required by law. Prior to the passage of SB 2120,

the selection/adoption process for history and geography textbooks required the reviews of more

than 40 people, and took approximately one year to complete. With 40 people taking one year to

review all the textbooks used in Florida public schools, the task was viewed as a monumental

undertaking, with two people tyrng to do this in approximately 4 months, the task is impossible.

16. There are curently schools and textbooks which provide false, misleading, and dangerous

information about certain religions, and purposely omit factual information if it may appear

unfavorable to them and/or politically incorrect, which make it likely that Florida public school



students are not receiving a high quahty education as required by Florida law and are not being

told the truth about certain topics which are of utrnost importance to the students and to tlre

safety and security of our nation.

17. The present danger of fundamentalist religion is often obscured, the negative influence of

fundamentalism is downplayed and the teaching of one of the greatest scientific breakthroughs of

all times, i.e. evolution" is often ignored, questioned or denied due to the failure of this State to

properly monitor its textbooks.

18. Rather than fix the problem, Senate Bill2120 exacerbates the problem and renders it

impossible for any meaningful review of textbooks to take place, and all but assures that the

education of the students of Florida will be inaccurate, biased and substandard.

19. Prior to the enactment of SB 2120, Plaintiff CFNS had nominated close to 30 highly

qualified lay citizens consisting of teachers, former teachers, education professionals and well-

educated citizens to serve on the State Insnuctional Materials Committee to review the textbooks

to be used by the students of Florida. With the enacfinent of SB 2120, none of these nominees

will have an opportunity to serve in this capacrtyo and instead only 2 or 3 so-called experts who

are hand-picked by Defendant FDOE will review all textbooks used in Florida.

20. As a result of SB 2120, the public is completely disenfranchised and excluded from any

review or involvement in the important process of textbook review. Under SB 2120, there will

be no transparency in the process because the review will take place in secret and there is no

oppo*unity for any discussion, critique or review of this process before the decisions are made.

21. The language of SB 2120 was surreptitiously inserted into a so-called conforming budget

just 3 hours prior to the adjournment of the 2011 Florida Legislative Session without notice or

debate.



22. SB 2120 violates the single subject rule because it contains specific and far-reaching

provisions regarding education affecting all public school students in Florida and is contained

within a budget bill dealing with a completely different subject matter.

23. Without the issuance of an injr.rrction, the actions of the Defendants pose the tlreat of

immediate irreparable harm for which there is no legal remedy.

24. There is a substantial likelihood that Plaintiffwill succeed on the merits of this case.

25. The granting of injunctive relief will not disserve the public interest. In fact, the public

interest will be enhanced and the status quo ante will be preserved by the granting of the

requested injunctive relief.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff seeks temporary and permanent injunctive relief repealing and

rescinding Senate Bill 2120, rendering this law of no force and effecto restoring the status quo

ante, plus costs, and awarding whatever further relief is deemed just and appropriate by this

Honorable Court.

Barry Silver FBN 382108
1200 South Rogers Circle Suite 8
Boca Raton, Fl. 33487
(s6r) 483-6e00


